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CONFIDENTIAL: To be treated as strictly confidential until released for publication 
as follows :- 





EVENING PAPERS .. WEDNESDAY, 13TH JANUARY, 1937. 
MORNING PAPERS .. THURSDAY, 14TH JANUARY, 1937. 


EMPLOYMENT AND UNEMPLOYMENT. 


The latest available statistics, from various sources, which offer some 
indication of the movement of Employment and Unemployment throughout Australia have 
been issued by the Commonwealth Statistician (Dr. Roland Wilson) on the basis of in= 
formation supplied by the State Statisticians. 


ANNUAL INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES. 
Base Year 1928-29 = 100. 





oe 





lwestern | 
New South |. .. Queens- [South We Tas- 
Vict : ss 
Wales Feo Cena Aus- Aus mania | TOTAL 


tralia tralia 


Number of 
Employees in 
1928-29 180,806 | 156 ,568 45,031 |36,807 20,804 LO 466 450 5482 


1925=26 94 OD 106 106 





1926-27 99 el 98 112 
1927-28 99 100 99 106 
1928-29 100 100 100 100 
1929-30 90 96 95 87 
1930-31 71 80 84 65 
1931-32 70 82 80 65 
1932-33 77 92 83 72 
1933-34 85 100 89 80 
1934=35 97 108 96 91 
1935-36 106(a) 115(a) | 98(a) |102(a) 














(a) Preliminary - Based on returns from sample factories. 


Taking the year 1928-29 as the base year (=100) the indexes shown in the 
above table indicate the course of factory employment during the past eleven years, and 
the progress through the depression years and subsequent periods of recovery. for Aus- 
tralia as a whole employment in factories is now about 8% greater than in the immediate 
pre-depression years. In Victoria and Tasmania employment has increased more rapidly 
than for Australia as a whole. New South Wales and South Australia have passed the 
pre-depression level, while Queensland is within 2% and Western Australia within 9% of 
that level. It must be remembered, however, that male population of working age has 
inereased by 8% and female population of working age by 9% between 1928-29 and 1935-36. 


At 15th September, 1936 it is estimated that wage-earners employed in fac= 
tories represented about 22% of all persons dependent on employment in the Commonwealth. 
The relative proportions and the rates of increase in relation to total employment vary 
between States. 


The following table shows the masculinity of persons employed in factories 
in the several States during the years 1925-26 to 1935-36. 
Males employed in factories as percentage of all persons employed in factories. 
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1925~26 68.3 8561 81.1 7504 
1926-27 75.5 67.44 84.1 caps 74.6 
1927~28 7545 67.4 83.46 78.6 74.5 
1928=29 7501 66.8 8204 78.0 74.0 

ie . 663 8204 79.0 73,5 
1930081 73.6 65.8 8202 80.9 78.4 71206 
1931-32 71.8 6306 81.4 77.8 70.7 
1932-33 7260 63.6 80.5 77.4 70.5 
1933-34 7205 6446 80.5 80.5 78.9 71.3 
1934~35 7206 6504 80.4 81.4 78.8 Tle? 
1935-36 NA» 6502(b) | 79-6(a) | 8201 78.6(b) | NA. 


@) Preliminary- based on sample returns. (b) Revised= based on sample returns, 


ae ieee 


M = Male F = Female MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN FACTORIES (a) 
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T= Total (Bases. Average | for Year 1928-29 = 100) 
un Eee Victoria Queensland | South | ESIC ieee Tasmania AUSTRALIA ( fees 
Month __. Wales Australia _ BUS LEAL as 
7 1 ! M F b) |F(b)| TE 
a ee Ae Ste a Be 
1934 - July 2a 90] 100} 106]| 102 91} 100 "93 
August a> fF OF 7 LOL) 109 | 104 92| 104 95 
September BS 205! 93 102) Wale OS ; 9307, 96 
October ca Cre LOSI so) LOG lon Og 967) a0 S08 
November 93 faltged LOT vy LLG OF i) oe 
December 94 | 109 98); 107| 114) 109 HG), Laon alloyo, 
1935 ~ January os 93} 101-95) loa} “107 105) O3}° 95] 1037 ov | 
February Oe eLOH IS Lora eLS 109 | z S| LOT Loe 
March oo 96 111| TUCO OSs eS a aaa eusy |) Teabsi) aol 
April as oF ae Le) 168 Sa Le Sq 12 Los 
May on 98 | 110; 101} 108; 114) 110 LOO, LLP oS 
June ee 98 | 109} 101] 108] 111] 109 g | 100| 108} 103 
July 36 id LOE LOG) aelOn) Loo 96| Los : t 6| Loe) Lov) LOs4 
August os HOS LOS 2a Le On adel 1. | 1021 109] 103 
September 105] 110] 114] 111{ 95; 114 Lj 103) Dia) 165 
October o> 6 | 106| 112] 118] 114$ 991 137 : | _! 1061 114! 107 
November Sh) ROB te ere) ne 9g | L117 5 1 106] 115) 108 
December | & LAO PUG RIO! TS 95 | Lia , | | | 216| 306) 115) | es 
| 1936 ~ January 30 { Pe | 165] 114) 116 Tig =| lol ne 3) 109 | 119 | 105} 113) sce 
February | e Kc)LO5} 117] 129) 121} 91] los 93| 94] S$3]{ 123 137 | 124} 109} 123(c)i09 
| March 4s e iclO7| 121) 130 | 124} ce 169 Boy “So SSA lel. Lay | eo te) eae | 
April oe SW ace i461 tie.) ar) oe oe 94| 94| 941118] 107{ 116| 1212] 11q 230 
| May ie | k MOS 196) 194) Ly] ert ag | 95} 94| 95! 118! 108] 125] 120] 11a 20 
June ae | 109} 116] Lig lis 2 107 92| 95} oo | 114| 105] 1121 109} 1091 109 
July se | Tio 116 | Tia) 11s} 105) 108 | 62) 94] 93) 1187 loa} tio} Tio} ios rt0 | 
i August 2.5 | bh LG SIS La LO6 | ae 92| 93 92 119 | 7 | 108 | 109} 109! io9 
i September { | 111) 114) 114 | 114 | 105 | BWR) z 92| 96| 93} 112 101) 109 | 109 Lie 110 
i October so | pe S| aL ay 115 | ee a ~ POR i =| os 93 | = = | = | on 
1. Wevenbep fs 16] 114 1254 | |__| 104 | 103 | 102 egal Lis Nico ae sb ee Sae e | 
OP mae a 1902 100 150 ae 50 | l2aon 
+ — ee oe aero le ee ee ee eae cee bc er acs ac aaa eS 7 
i: ee | set 7) ae et 5%, | 36% 1h | 52% 
li : eee eae ce ee eee re Nee Ren RS Serre nie ete, Dee eae ae eae! te Seb 
(a) ee NeSeWe, Victoria, Queeusland, S.A. and WeAs and srom July 1934 for Tasmania, all ee a ent ee 
returns, The Australian ind ae for 1934-35 are final except to the almost negligible pet bo that "they could be = 
of the Tasmanian figures, (bo) From July 1935 the Male and ee indexes for Australi a are beged on five States, 
1834635 _ _these States contained 60% of male factory bun levees and 62% of female factory pio toveuse ther envex “or Gobel 
on six Statese (c) Industrial Dispute in N.SeW. (2) Reviseds 





MONTHLY INDEX OF EMPLOYMENT IN RETATL STORES. 
(Bases Julyy 1933 = 100) 



























' MONTH New South Vietoria| queens- South Western ie es Slee 
a Wales dand | Australia Australia 
| 1938= July o. 100 100 100 100 
| August ea 97 99 102 93 101 98 
September 99 101 | 102 93 98 99 
Octobere. 99 103 99 | 3 109 100 
November. 102 aa 100 96 108 104 
December, 113 1a 108 | 106 115 114 
1934= Januaryoe 102 31.09 1103 108 109 105 
February. 104 108 102 oS LOp 104 
March se 104 109 102 98 LOF 104 
April oe 103 108 103 100 105 104 
May —e2 105 108 Tos t Sore — 105 105 
June vel! 105 109 | 104 100 105 106 
July s¢ 108 109 | 106 104 107 107 
August oo 105 109 | 203 | 102 102 105 105 
September 107 110 103 103 | 100 106 107 
October... 108 115 104 108 «6 | ~—s04 104 109 
November. 110 122 105 107 104 107 112 
December's 123 13% 116 118 119 119 124 
1935- Januarye.| 109 117 106 108 109 110 ileal 
February. ie 117 106 107 103 108 sae 
March se 1.09 118 105 107 105 107 Al | 
April o> Lil ly, | 105 108 103 107 fai 
May 68 112 UP 106 109 106 107 113 
noe: 112 123. | los tte 107 106 114 
July oe 116 ied eet OT TOP vob pt LE 109 Lise 
| August os 113 129 | 108 109 | 105 108 113 | 
September BS aa 104 3 106 107 114 
Octoberes 115 228° ol Joy 122 106 | ty = | 
November. 119 131. | 106 115 109 110 met ae 
Decembere 133 145 | 106 | 128 123 | 120 132 
1936+ Januarys> 116 use | 209 126 ee | as 120 | 
Februaryo ial) 133 107 | 114 L10 eee 120 
Merch ce 117 132 109 113 110 111 119 
April os 118 129 108 | 114 109 113 L19 
May as 119 132 110 114 rit eae ee 
awe 120 132 110 113 109 113 121 
cc) a 122 130 109 116 113 107 | 121 
August so 120 re 109 | 115 12 ee a eo 
September 120 128 | ite: aan | 113 115 120 
Cotobero.s Ie 123 - - - - s 
Novembeore 123 139 Wee LA ie: Race Pe vase 3 























The number of establishments in respect of waich returns are obtained are~ 
New South Wales, 5993 Victoria, 1023 Queenslend, 120; South Australia, 353 Western 
Australia, 69: Tasmania, 14. No adjustment has been made in the indexes on account 
of increased population. 


INDEXES OF EMPLOYMENT IN NEW SOUTH WALES AND 
QUEENSLAND. 


Working from the basis of the results of the Census of 30th June, 1933, 
and from compilations made from returns of employers in remitting wages tax, and returns 
collected from Government Departments, the Government Statistician of New South Wales has 
prepared an index of employment and unemployment covering all persons dependent on em» 
ployment in New South Wales. The Director of the Bureau of Industry of Queensland 
publishes an index of employment aud unemployment among men wage ond salary earnerse 
The data for this index are derived from information relating to Unemployment Insurance 
Contribations and other sources. The results are given below ~ 


/ NEW SOUTH WALRS. 


NEW SOUTH WALES. 





Percentages of Employment and Unemployment - All available wage-earners = 
a) Including and (b) excluding as employed the full-time equivalent of 


men engaged part-time on relief works. 
Sait Percentage of all who are dependent on and oH 
available for employment _ 





(a Including as employed the b) Excluding as employed the 
MONTH full-time equivalent of full-time equivalent of 
part-time relief workers part-time relief workers 





Emp Loy ed 
| 


Census of 30th 
Junes 1933 o% 7404 2526 Tistero 





1934= June ee Siena 18.9 7860 
1935 June ee 86.6 13.4 83.7 
July oe 8702 We! 84.3 
August ee 88.0 12.0 BS ad 
September 89.2 10.8 86.5 
Octoberee 89-6 10.4 87.0 
November. 90.3 9.7 87.8 
December. 9202 7.8 89.7 
1936- January... 88.1 11.9 85.9 
Februarye 88.6 11.4 8664 
March oe 89.8 LO 2 87 6 
April ee 90.1 9.9 87.9 
May ee 90.8 9.2 88.6 
June oe 90.4 9.6 88.2 
Julyes os 90.9 9.1 88.7 
August ee 90.8 9.2 88.8 
September 91.6 8.4 90.2 
Octoberee 92-9 Hodl pL 
Novembere 9362 _ bare 91.7 





The indexes have been adjusted to allow for an estimated increase of 1.2 
per cent. per annum in the number of persons dependent on employment. At the Census 
of 30th June, 1933, 15,142 persons dependent on employment returned themselves as unem- 
ployed by reason of illness, accident, etc. or "voluntarily". This number, represent 
ing 1.8 per cent. of all persons dependent on employment, is excluded from the above 
indexes, which relate to percentages of available wage-earners employed and unemployed. 
The approximate number of persons in private employment was 478,000 in June, 1933; 
519,000 in June, 1934; 567,000 in June, 1935; 614,000 in June, 1936; and 641,000 in 
November, 1936. 

QUEENSLAND. 
Employment and Unemplo nt Men Wage and Salary Earners. (In terms | 
full-time employment and unemployment excluding normal seasonal variations). 











Percentare Approximate Number _ 


















ELPIeP | Employed | Unemployed | smployed | Unemployed 
Average 1929 oe 89.9 Olek 148,340 16,660 
" 1930 pin 8604 13.6 144 630 225850 
" 1931 as 77.2 22.8 131,270 38,730 
" 1932 ne 77.8 2202 134,130 38,320 
" 1933 oe 79.8 20.2 139,720 354310 
" 1934 wo 84.9 15.1 150 870 26 9800 
" 1935 ght 89.0 11,0 160,510 19,820 
: 1936 (to October) 9203 Tel 168 ¥840 13,960 
3 months ended = ape alee 
1935 ae 90.1 9.9 
tiemer, ae) "9056 964 164310 175020 
he) |e | alae | ae 
36 ee e s 3 

cies i ee 90.9 a5 165,490 16,520 
Marchy " en 91.0 9.0 165,890 16 4350 
April, 8 e¢ 91.3 Salk 166,570 15,890 
May " ae 91.7 8.3 167 4560 15,130 
June, " a Ones B8e2 167 5900 15,010 
July, t ee Oo 56 7.4 169,670 13,470 
August, " as 94.3 ref 1724920 10,450 
September, " ae 94.7 563 1735950 9650 
October " oe | (8)9306 6.4 | 172,080 11,740 


(a) Relief Work: The full-time equivalent was approximately 7,740 mens Without this 
work the percentage unemployed would have been 10.6. Growing Population: The total of 
the last two columns increases with the estimated growth in the number of men dependent 
on employment. Fi Vee 


BUILDING PERMITS. 


A further index of the relative activity in industry is furnished by 
Building Permits issued, and the estimated amount to be spent on the proposed building; 
and repairse 


The following tables give details of the value of Building Permits issued 
in the Six Capital Cities and Suburbs of the Commonwealth for the periods shown, 





eae eee 


Buildings Alterations Total Value i 
for Other | and All Building , 





a | 













Buildings 

































for 

Habitation Purposes Additions | Operations 
£ &£ 8 & 
1928+29 (a) ws 1754555449 45902,928 | (b)1,932,887 2452919264 | 
1929-30 (a) - 11,057,069 3,098,700 | (b)1,741,292 15,897,060 ; 
1930-21 (a) oe 1,989,167 1,547,005 (bo) 799,245 443359417 | 
1931-32 “a 1,533,325 1,848,257 1» 225,680 4,607,262 } 
1932-33 oe 3,185,679 1,503,877 251629846 65851,402 4 
1933-34 és 6 105,369 2,194,162 2 58855378 11,384,909 { 
1934-35 id 9,606,533 | 3,829,676 4.4173,041 17,610,590 | 
1935~36 es 12,342,910 5 144,668 4,484,819 219724397 
Quarter ended - : 
1935 ~ June ~ 259365510 1,271,694 1,180,786 5 388,990 
September 34285704 Learogiie 15088,729 597935145 | 
December ee 247795521 941,246 1,159,741 4 880,508 | 

June a 34188,265 155495173 | 15227 9336 5 4964774 
September 3,773,596 153395967 1,260,617 |  65374,180 | 





(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney. (b) Exclusive of Sydney and suburbs. 


BUILDING PERMITS IN CAPITAL CITIES AND SUBURBS OF 
EACH STATE. 


er ee eS eee 










































































Sydney folentele aeiotene Une latae Perth | Hobart “a 
Periad and and | and | and and and TOTAL 
Suburbs} Suburbs [Suburbs [Suburbs roe Suburbs 
ne ee 2 
; &'000 | £1000 | £000 | £1000 { 
1923-29 és ee 7,661 | 25440 | 1,807 
192930 oe (a)5,810} 5,576 1,414 | 1,158 
1930-31 ae (a)1,005} 1,434 1,098 314 

1931-32 oe 995; 1,861 876 Bit 
1932-33 ee 29207} 2,568 193 400 6,851 € 

1933-34 oe 44142} 4,218 1,051 61 988 169 |; 11,185 
1934-35 oe 75632} 5,604 1,654 1,164 354 208 4 Pec 
1935=36 ae 9,385) 7,162 29e3T 1,239 1,621 328 219972 € 
\ 
Quarter ended ~ 
1935 = June os 2,388| 1,766 52d 306 331 vies 59389 + 
September 23528} 1,788 574 304 505 94 by lee { 
December 1,964| 1,646 533 209 335 4.3 4880 | 
1936 = March 29456) 1,784 411 252 378 53 mee 
June 29437} 1,944 Os: 324 4.03 138 59965 4 

September 29849} 2,021 452 | 313 600 148 69374 








arate er RE Sa -_ 


(a) Exclusive of City of Sydney and value of alterations and additions in Sydney 
and suburbs» 


Il. UNEMPLOYMENT - QUARTER ENDED DECEMBER», 1936 


The figures relating to unemployment among members of Trade Unions are 
similar to those published quarterly in the past, and are derived from returns fur~ 


nished by Trade Unionse 


/The number 
Se 


The number of trade unionists represented in the returns, from which 
the following figures have been derived, is normally about half the total. Generally, 
it may be said that the returns of unemployment include little information about rural 
employment, so that the percentage results given herein do not vary greatly with the 
season, though the food preserving industries have some effect in this connections 
The total unemployment in the country, however, may be affected a good deal by the 
crop seasonse 


The percentages of unemployment among members of reporting Trade 
Unions for Australia as a whole for each quarter from the June Quarter of 1932, when 
unemployment was at its maximum, to the December Quarter of 1936, are as follows:= 





AUSTRALIA. 
1932 = June Quarter 30,0 per cente 
1933 = Mareh Quarter pba 
June Me 7° & 
September" 2651. 
December " 2260 oi 
1934 =~ March Quarter I: ae: id 
June Hi Ae a 
September" 20s 7 6” 
December " Lee ".* 
1935 = March . LSS On " 
June l LG, . 8 n a 
September” TOO ats ot 
December “ G2 A ee 
1936 = March y 13.4 " " 
June ” i es aoe ae 
September" Se a 
December " COet ae 


It should be noted that the figures refer to the mid-month of each 
quarter, and represent the conditions at the middle of that month. Consequently, 
the latest figures referred to herein relate to the middle of November, 1936. 


The percentages given above show a continuous decline from the peak 
point (30.0%) in unemployment attained in the June Quarter of 1932, after an almost c 
continuous rise since 1929, when the rate was 9e3 per cent. After remaining fairly 
constant at 28.0 per cent. to 28e3 per cent. for three quarters - from August, 1931 
to February, 1932 - the maximum point was reached in May, 1932, when the proportion 
of unemployment in the reporting Trade Unions was 30 per cent. of the membershipe 


From the peak the proportion of unemployed decreased by 4 per thousand 
in the September quarter of 1932, and in the two following quarters the improvement 
was much more marked, amounting to 15 per 1,000 in the December quarter of 1932, and 
16 per 1,000 in the March quarter of 1933, The improvement continued until unemploy~ 
ment stood at 10.7 per cent. for the December quarter 1936, This is the lowest 
percentage of unemployment since May, 1929, when it was 10.0 per cente Since the 
maximum point in Mayy 1932, the rate of unemployment has diminished by 1963 per conte, 
or 193 per 1,000 members, iece from 30.0 per cente in May, 1932, to 10.7 per cent, 
in November, 19366 


This improvement since May, 1932, has been experienced in all the 
States in the following order (per 1,000 members):~ South Australia, 2533; Western 
Australia, 247; New South Wales, 199; Victoria, 180; Tasmania, 1453; Queensland, 127. 
The usual tables for Trade Union Unemployment are appendede 


AUSTRALLA = 


be 


AUSTRALIA ~ Number and Memborship of Trade Unions reporting, and 
Number and Percentago of Unemployed - March Quarter, 1929 to Deccmbcr Quarter, 





1936. 
June September ;December 
Australia Quarter |Quarter |Quarter jQuarter [Quarter [Quarter] Quarter {Quarter 
Be ee 1936_ 
Number of Unions Sho 396 394 394 395 394 390 390 
Membership ee 4.205756 [413,742 |415,559 422,113 439,165 446,564} 436,139 (437,246 
Unemployed = 
Number oe 39,159 }124,068 {106,652 | 88,413} 59,992 | 57,001] 52,482 | 46,863 
Percentage ee 9.3 30.0 PREYS | 20-9 AY, 12.8 WA) AKOWY/ 


ER EET MRSS 


STATES - Percentage of Members of Reporting Trade Unions reported as Unemployed 
in each State - March Quarter, 1929 to December Quarter, 1936. 





June {December | June September December 
State 


New South Wales 
Victoria ee 
Queensland ee 
South Australia 
Western Australia 
Tasmania ee 


TOTAL: 





The above returns are compiled and published substantially on the basis 
hat has been adopted in regard to Trade Union returns since 1911. It is to be noted, 
owever, that the returns relate to members of trade unions embracing only about 20 per 
ent, of wage~earners, and that for some States these constitute a more representative 
ample of employment than for others. The percentages include persons unemployed from 
11 causes, other than those unemployed directly as a result of industrial disputese 
hey may be interpreted as relating to the members of unions making returns who are not, 
ccording to the records or knowledge of the union secretary, employed within union 
allingse 


The percentages do not exactly represent the proportion of total un~ 
mployment in Australia as a whole, though Census data and other records indicate that 
ney give a reasonable picture of the development of the unemployment crisis in Australia 
ad the recovery therefrome 


In view of the very definite nature of the information on which are 
ased the indexes of employment and unemployment for New South Wales, and those relating 
> men for Queensland, these indexes should be the most accurate record available of 
1employment in those Statese 


This document is published by the Commonwealth Statistician and 
contains statistics or abstracts thereof compiled and tabulated by the 
Commonwealth Statistician pursuant to the Census and Statistics Act, 
1905-1930. 


ROLAND WILSON 
Commonwealth Statistician 
13th January, 1937. 
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